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The webinar titled Cost Carbon: Opportunity for 

Quantity Surveyors in Building Sustainable and Low-

Carbon Futures was successfully conducted on 05 

November 2025 via Zoom and attracted a total of 80 

participants. The session was accredited with 2 CPD 

points under BQSM and served as an engaging 

platform for industry practitioners to examine the 

expanding role of Quantity Surveyors in 

sustainability and low-carbon development. 

 

The webinar aimed to examine the critical role of 

Quantity Surveyors in advancing sustainable and 

low-carbon practices within the construction 

industry. It provided participants with an in-depth 

understanding of global and national climate 

policies, carbon reduction strategies, and regulatory 

frameworks that influence cost planning and project 

delivery. Strong emphasis was placed on the 

integration of Sustainable Development Goals and 

Environmental, Social, and Governance principles 

into quantity surveying practices, highlighting 

professional opportunities to contribute meaningfully 

to the development of resilient and low-carbon cities. 

The overarching intention was to equip practitioners 

with relevant knowledge and practical perspectives 

to align professional responsibilities with climate 

change mitigation and adaptation strategies. 

 

The session provided a comprehensive overview of 

climate-related challenges and their growing 

implications for urban development. It began by 

addressing the escalating climate crisis in cities, 

where rising temperatures driven by the urban heat 

island effect and intensified rainfall patterns had led 

to frequent flooding and increasing strain on 

infrastructure systems. A case study of Kuala  

 Lumpur was presented, referencing the 

catastrophic flood event of December 2021 that 

displaced more than 70,000 people and resulted 

in property damage estimated at USD 4 billion. 

 

The webinar commenced at 9.00 a.m. and was 

moderated by Sr Aminudin Yahia, Chair of the 

Innovative Construction Sub-Committee of RISM, 

who provided an overview of the programme and 

introduced the speakers, namely Mr Ismail 

Abdullah, President and Chief Sustainability 

Officer of International Green Trends Cockpit Sdn 

Bhd, and TPr Ts Norliza Hashim, Chief Executive 

of Urbanics Malaysia. 

 

Mr Ismail Abdullah opened the session by 

addressing the escalating climate crisis and its 

direct impact on urban environments. He 

highlighted the increasing severity of flooding 

events caused by the urban heat island effect and 

intensified rainfall, supported by temperature 

distribution maps of Kuala Lumpur. He elaborated 

on global and national climate policies, 

Malaysia’s international commitments, and the 

implications of carbon pricing mechanisms such 

as the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism. 

Discussions also covered greenhouse gas 

emission types, carbon accounting principles, 

and the global pathway toward achieving net-zero 

emissions by 2050. He emphasized the evolving 

responsibilities of Quantity Surveyors in 

embedding sustainability into cost engineering 

practices through lifecycle costing, carbon 

measurement, and ESG compliance 
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Presentation by Mr. Ismail Abdullah 

 

  

The evolution of global and national climate 

frameworks was then discussed, tracing 

developments from the Kyoto Protocol in 1997 

through to Malaysia’s current initiatives, including 

the Low Carbon City Framework and the SDG Cities 

Programme. These initiatives reflected Malaysia’s 

commitment to reducing greenhouse gas emissions 

by 40 percent by 2030, later enhanced to 45 percent 

under the Nationally Determined Contributions.  

 Key climate strategies were explained, covering 

mitigation approaches such as clean energy 

adoption and energy efficiency, adaptation 

measures including flood protection and resilient 

infrastructure, and hybrid strategies that combine 

both approaches to enhance climate resilience. 

Mr Ismail Bin Abdullah explained on SDG & ESD 
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Carbon pricing mechanisms were examined in 

detail, with particular focus on the European 

Union’s Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism, 

which is designed to prevent carbon leakage. The 

projected carbon price of €64.4 per tonne of CO₂ 

under the EU and Swiss Emissions Trading 

System in 2025 was highlighted as having 

significant implications for global supply chains and 

construction material costs, reinforcing the need for 

Quantity Surveyors to incorporate carbon 

considerations into cost planning and procurement 

strategies. 

 

Further discussions centred on sustainability 

frameworks, particularly the Sustainable 

Development Goals and ESG reporting standards, 

which provide structured approaches for 

measuring and communicating sustainability 

performance. Sustainability was presented as a 

solution-based response to climate change, 

requiring a balanced integration of economic 

viability, environmental protection, and social well-

being. 

 

Urban planning strategies were also highlighted, 

showcasing renewable energy integration, 

sustainable architecture, waste management 

systems, and urban farming initiatives.  Malaysia’s 

coastal vulnerability mapping was introduced as a 

strategic planning tool for guiding development in 

areas exposed to physical, biodiversity, and socio-

economic risks. 

 

The session further underscored Malaysia’s 

environmental challenges, including significant 

loss of tree cover and the expansion of built-up 

areas, reinforcing the urgency of adopting 

sustainable development practices. 

 The session concluded with an interactive 

question and answer segment, where 

participants actively discussed 

implementation challenges, cost implications 

of low-carbon materials, and methods for 

integrating carbon considerations into tender 

evaluations. 

 

After a short intermission, TPr Ts Norliza 

Hashim continued the session with a focus 

on urban planning strategies for low-carbon, 

resilient, and sustainable cities. She 

highlighted the compounding effects of 

climate change in urban areas, including 

rising temperatures, flooding, and soil 

erosion, and emphasized the importance of 

proactive planning. Coastal vulnerability 

mapping was presented as a vital tool to 

support climate adaptation and guide 

development decisions in high-risk areas. 

The presentation showcased global best 

practices in environmentally responsible 

urban development, emphasizing renewable 

energy use, sustainable architecture, 

efficient waste management, urban farming, 

and cultural initiatives that strengthen 

community identity and livability. Active 

engagement from participants reinforced the 

critical role of Quantity Surveyors in 

influencing policy development, project 

design, and sustainable urban outcomes. 
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Presentation by TPr Ts Norliza Hashim 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The RISM QS Academy extended its sincere appreciation to Mr Ismail Abdullah and TPr Ts Norliza 

Hashim for their insightful and impactful presentations. Their contributions provided participants with 

a deeper understanding of the strategic role of Quantity Surveyors in advancing sustainability and 

low-carbon practices within the built environment, while strengthening collective commitment toward 

Malaysia’s climate and sustainability objectives. 
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